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PREFACE 


The  queatioii  of  the  Millenium,  is  greatly 
perplciiing  a  number  of  good  and  earnest 
people  these  days.  Devoted  and  conscientious 
pastors  find  that  members  of  their  churches 
are  being  unsettled  or  k^i  into  fanaticism.  The 
following  lecture  was  prepared  for  the  Theo- 
logical Union  of  the  Hamilton  Conference.  It 
does  not  aim  to  be  academic  and  the  limits  of 
time  and  space  forbid  its  being  exhaustive. 
The  desire  of  the  author  was  rather  to  be  prac- 
tical and  suggestive,  so  as  to  assist  his  brother 
ministers  in  their  pastoral  work.  When  read 
before  the  Theological  Union,  it  was  most  en- 
thusiastically received,  and  a  committee,  com- 
posed of  Kev.  G.  W.  Henderson,  D.D.,  chair- 
man of  the  Brantford  District,  Eev.  J.  Edgar 
Todd,  B.A.,  of  Niagara  Falls,  Secretary  of  the 
Theological  Union,  and  the  author,  was  ap- 
pointed to  see  to  the  publication  and  circula- 
tion of  it. 

The  first  edition  of  this  unpretentious  book- 
let having  been  exhausted  within  the  limits  of 
the  Hamilton  Conference,  and  believing  there 
is  a  wider  field  for  its  usefulness,  this  second 
issue  is  sent  forth  with  the  continued  hope  and 
prayer  that  it  may  be  of  service  to  the  Master. 

.T.  D.   FiTZPATRICK. 
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MILLENIALISM 

AND  SOME  OF  ITS  FALLACIES 


The  ATillenium,  real  or  figurutive,  has  al- 
ways been  the  ideal  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Before  the  time  of  Christ,  the  ideal  of  Israel 
was  the  coming  of  the  Messiah  and  his  mes- 
sianic reign.  The  Old  Testarient  writers,  who 
pointed  to  the  coming  one,  were  the  preachers 
and  poet,  f  their  time.  In  days  of  gloom  and 
despair,  wnen  Israel  was  » ppressed  and  en- 
slaved, when  it  appeared  that  the  foes  of  the 
chosen  people  had  completely  triumphed,  and 
Jehovah  had  forgotten,  these  messengers  came 
to  inspire  with  new  hope  and  promise.  In 
great  outburst  of  oratory,  in  grand  poetic 
language,  in  vivid  pictures  brilliant  v'th  color- 
ing, tL?se  men  pointed  to  a  better  day  when 
God's  promised  Messiah  would  come  end  bring 
the  world  new  hope.  And  the&o  men, 
prophets,  poets,  apocalyptists  never  dream^^d 
that  their  figures  and  descriptions  would 
be  taken  literally  and  mechanically. 
For  mark  you  thia,  it  was  the  literal,  material- 
istic interpretation  of  these  great  prophetic 
utterances,  by  the  religious  leaders  of  the 
day,  that  bKnded  the  eyes  of  the  people  to 
the  Messiahship  of  Jesus,  and  led  them  to 
crucify  Him. 

Among  the  New  Testament  preachers  and 
writers  were  poets  and  apocalyptists  too.  In 
striking  pictures  they  portray,  with  startling 
vividness  or  fantastic  grotesqueness,  the  evils 
of  the  world,  the  woes  of  the  church,  and  the 
history  of  their  day,  and  in  beautiful  strains 
of  poetry  they  strike  responsive  chords  of 
music  in  the  believing  heart.    But  alas,  a  num- 
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ber  of  people,  some  claiming  to  be  leadoid  of 
the  religious  life,  overlook  tho  poetry  and  the 
picture,  and  like  their  tyi^s  of  old,  whom  they 
80  roundly  denou  "<•,  seek  to  reduce  the  im- 
agery and  music  to  u  problem  in  mutlu'matics, 
or  a  set  of  rules  in  syntax. 

A  The  whole  theory  of  Millenial- 

Thousand  ism  centres  round  the  phrase  "  a 
Years  thousands  years  "  used  in  Kevel- 

ation,  20.  This  is  regarded  as  a 
liteial,  definite  period  of  one  thousand  years, 
in  which  Satan  is  to  be  bound,  and  Christ  and 
His  saints  to  reign.  How  this  figurative 
language  came  to  be  reduced  to  a  cold,  literal, 
time-calculated  period,  is  described  by  Dr. 
David  Smith,  in  The  British  Weekly,  of  De- 
cember 6,  1917.  H<'  says:—"  Its  genesis  is  in- 
teresting. History  is  a  succession  of  'ages,' 
periods,  or  stages,  in  the  developn;en'  of  the 
race,  and  the  early  Christiar  iniiigination, 
starting  from  the  Jewish  notion  that  the  world 
was  only  some  4000-5000  years  old  when  the 
Saviour  came,  f,aw  in  the  story  of  creation  a 
programme  of  the  future,  and  mapped  out  the 
history  of  the  world  into  six  ages  correspond- 
ing to  the  six  days  of  creation.  The  first, 
according  to  St.  Augustine,  was  from  Adam 
to  the  flood,  the  second  from  Noah  to  Abraham, 
the  third  from  Abraham  to  David,  the  fourth 
from  David  to  the  Babylonian  Captivity,  the 
fifth  from  the  Captivity  to  the  Saviour's  birth, 
and  the  sixth  from  the  Saviour's  birth  to  the 
end  of  the  world.  And  just  as  the  six  days  of 
creative  toil  were  followed  by  a  day  of  rest, 
so  the  six  ages  will  be  followed  by  the  Mil- 
lenium, a  thousand  yea^^  .  peace.  Then  th*» 
idea  arose  that  each  age  hitherto  had  lasted  f» 
thousand  years:  and  thus  when  the  year  1000 
A.D,  approached,  the  belief  prevailed  that  the 
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end  of  the  world  was  inimiaeut.  The  effect 
was  curioud.  Many  made  over  their  property 
to  the  church,  and  not  a  few  betool.  hen 
Helves  to  the  Holy  Land,  the  supposed  8':...ie 
of  the  Lord's  visible  return;  but  most  were 
stricken  with  despair  and  abandoned  tluMu- 
selvea  to  i-evelry  and  excess." 

Other  A  sliglit  ghuuv  at  other  tornw 

Terms  used   in   this    liOth    chapter    of 

Revelation,  makes  the  literal 
theory  of  one  thousand  years  appear  somewhat 
strange.  An  angel  has  a  "  key,"  and  a  *'  great 
chain."  No  one  believes  these  were  literal,  a 
brass  or  irorv  key,  a  bronze  or  steel  chain. 
There  was  a  "  dragon  "  which  was  Satan,  of 
course  not  a  literal  dragon,  around  whose  neck 
and  tail  tliis  choiu  »va>^  tied.  There  was  a 
"  bottomless  pit,"  which  cannot  i)e  literal,  for 
a  literal  pit  must  have  a  bottom.  And  when 
this  chained  dragon  was  thrown  into  this 
bottomless  pit,  where  he  must  keep  falling  so 
long  as  he  is  in  it,  he  is  sealed  with  a  "  seal." 
A  wax  or  clay  seal  could  scarcely  be  meant, 
though  the  only  kind  known  to  the  writer  in 
his  day,  and  it  jiotnns  curious  that  ii  seal  should 
be  attached  to  a  dragon  who  is  falling  con- 
tinually for  a  thousand  years.  This,  of  course, 
appears  very  ridiculous.  But,  1  ask,  if  the 
key,  and  the  chain,  and  the  dragon,  and  the 
seal,  and  the  bottomless  pit  are  not  literal,  is 
is  not  a  little  singular  that  tho  term  '"'a  thou- 
sand yp^i-s  "  should  be? 

Other  But    apart    from    the    chapter 

Figures  itself,    a    little    reading    of   the 

advocates  of  millenialism  will 
show  that  no  other  set  of  figures  in  the  whole 
Book  of  Revelation  is  taken  liternlly  but  this 
thousand  years.  The  figure  "  seven  "  so  often 
used  does  not  mean  seven,  but  is  the  number 
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of  perfection.  These  messages  in  the  book 
were  not  merely  to  the  seven  churches  in  Asia, 
as  is  stated  in  1:  4,  but  are  to  all  churches 
during  all  the  centuries.  And  the  seven 
"stars"  and  "candlesticks/  which  are  said 
to  be  the  "  angels  "  of  the  churches,  and  the 
"  churches "  themselves,  are  not  just  seven, 
but  all  the  ministers  and  all  the  churches. 
And  the  "seven  spirits  of  God"  does  not 
mean  seven  spirits,  but  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  number  twelve, 
which  is  the  number  of  completeness,  so  they 
say.  The  "twelve  tribes"  mean  not  Israel, 
but  all  the  saved  through  Christ.  And  the 
"  twelve  gates  "  do  not  mean  literally  twelve 
gates,  but  complete  opportunity  of  entrance. 

The  number  "  six  hundred  and  sixty-six " 
is  the  number  of  a  man.  Not  a  man  with  666 
marked  on  him,  tattoed  or  branded,  but  the 
symbol  of  some  man.  And  a  multitude  of 
fanciful  and  ingenious  interpretations,  as  you 
know,  have  been  the  result.  Ignatius  said  it 
was  "  Lateinos,"  a  name  common  in  his  day, 
and  believed  it  referred  to  Rome,  the  Latin 
kingdom,  which  was  showing  signs  of  decay. 
Some  have  worked  it  out  to  mean  Nero, 
others  have  applied  it  to  Domitian,  while 
Mohammed,  Luther,  Napoleon,  the  Pope, 
William  of  Orange,  and  others  have  been 
specified.  And  now,  among  all  the  other 
epithets  of  hatred  and  disgrace  applied  to 
Kaiser  Wilhelm  II  this  niimber  606  is  added. 
The  working  out  of  this  mysterious  number 
and  others  has  sometimes  been  very  clever  and 
often  quite  laughable.  For  it  is  wonderful 
how  you  can  juggle  with  numbers  and  figures 
and  names.  Some  time  ago  the  evil  combina- 
tion of  the  Kaiser  and  his  allies  was  pointed 
out,  and  the  superstitious  opinion  expressed 


MILLENIALISM 


that  they  could  not  wia  the  war  because  the 
sum  of  the  letters  in  the  names  of  each  was 
thirteen.  Kaiser  Wilhelm;  Francis  Joseph; 
Czar  Ferdinand;  Sultan  Mahmed  V.— And 
the  great  military  heroes  of  Germany  belong 
to  the  same  class— Count  Zeppelin,  Von 
Falkenhayn,  Von  Hindenburg. — How  could 
the  Kaiser  expect  to  win  with  such  a  handi- 
cap? Another  excellent  illustration  of  the 
same  method  of  exposition  is  to  be  found  in 
attributing  the  46th  Psalm  to  Shakespeare, 
whose  name  is  craftily  hidden  in  it.  It  is  the 
46th  Psalm,  the  46th  word  in  it  is  "shake," 
and  the  46th  word  from  the  end  of  it  is 
"  spear."    Laugh  if  you  will. 

But  even  the  compounds  of  one  thousand 
in  the  book  are  not  to  be  taken  too  literally. 
144,000  does  not  mean  144,000,  but  a  large 
number;  and  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand 
and  thousands  of  thousands,  mean  an  in- 
numerable host;  though  it  need  only  mean 
104,000,000  which  in  these  days  is  not  innumer- 
able. But  one  thousand  years  means  just  one 
thousand  years.  Can  anyone  explain  by  what 
law  of  reason  or  of  faith,  any  such  method  of 
interpretation  can  be  jvistified? 

Christ  Did  There  are  other  facts  to  be 
Not  Know  borne  in  mind  in  connection 
with  Millenium.  Christ  during 
Ilis  ministry  knew  nothing  about  it,  or  if  He 
knew  He  was  significantly  silent.  Why,  if 
this  definite  period  is  such  an  important  factor 
in  the  "plan  of  the  ages"  did  Jesus  not 
speak  ?  Nor  did  Paul  know  anything  about  it. 
This  great  church  leader  and  preacher,  the 
man  upon  whose  writings  so  much  of  our  New 
Testament  theology  is  based,  never  mentions 
the  thousand  years.  In  fact  the  only  mention 
of  a  thousand  years  in  the  ITew  Testament. 
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apart  from  this  passage  in  the  Kevelatiou,  is 
in  2  Peter,  3 :  8,  where  he  says :  "  One  day  is 
with  tlie  Lord  as  a  thousand  years  and  a  thou- 
sand years  as  one  day."  And  Peter  is  no  doubt 
reilectiug  the  statement  of  Psahn  90:  4.  '*  A 
thousand  years  in  Thy  sight  are  but  as  yester- 
day when  it  is  past."  If  this  one  thousand 
years  is  literal  it  seems  hard  to  imagine  that 
Jesus,  and  Paul,  and  James,  and  Peter,  and 
the  writer  to  the  Hebrews,  and  John  in  his 
three  letters  should  all  so  carelessly  or  care- 
fully have  overlooked  it. 


Other  Note  one  other  strange  incon- 

Significant  sistency  on  the  part  of  those 
Statements  who  maintain  a  literal  1000 
years.  It  is  the  way  in  which 
they  juggle  away  other  important  and  signi- 
ficant statements.  The  declaration  in  the 
introductory  paragraph  of  the  book  that  the 
things  spoken  of  "  must  shortly  come  to  pass  " 
(1:  1)  for  "  the  time  is  at  hand  "  (1:  3).  And 
the  statements  in  the  concluding  paragraphs 
where  the  writer  insists  upon  the  same  thing, 
"  the  time  is  at  hand  "  (22 :  10)  "  and  behold  I 
oonio  quickly  "  (22  :  20).  None  of  these  terms, 
according  to  millenialists,  mean  what  they  say. 
"  Shortly  "  docs  not  mean  shortly  at  all.  "  The 
time  is  at  hand"  does  not  mean  that  it  was  at 
hand.  "  I  come  quickly "  docs  not  menu 
quickly.  Nearly  1900  years  are  gone  since 
these  words  were  written,  and  according  to 
millcnial  teachers  these  events  have  not  yet 
taken  place,  so  these  terms  of  immediateness 
must  have  meant  at  least  1900  years. 

I  know  the  answer  of  those  who  trifle  away 
these  terms  which  are  so  fundamental  in  any 
ron=onal>lp  interpretation  of  the  book.  The 
millenialist  insists  that  these  terms  "  shortly," 
"athnnd."nnd    "quickly,"   meant   that   the 
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event  was  liable  to  happen  at  any  time  and 
that  they  were  used  so  the  church  would 
always  be  ready.  They  are  also  made 
figurative  and  explained  by  the  passage  in 
Peter  that  a  thousand  years  is  with  the  Lord 
as  only  a  day.  My  reply  to  the  first  is  this, — 
If  Christ  knew  1900  years  would  intervene 
and  used  the  terms  "  at  hand,"  "  shortly,"  and 
quickly,"  He  did  it  to  deceive,  and  I  for  one 
refuse  to  believe  Christ  would  do  that.  My 
reply  to  the  second  is  that  if  these  terms  are 
to  be  interpreted  by  the  quotation  "  a  thousand 
years  with  the  Lord  is  as  one  day,"  then  all 
the  terms  lose  their  force,  and  the  advocate 
of  the  thousand  years  cuts  the  ground  from 
under  his  own  feet.  We  would  all  believe  it 
would  be  "  shortly,"  and  ''  quickly "  if  the 
events  referred  to  were  accomplished  in  five 
months,  or  five  years,  in  fact  we  might  not  re- 
gard the  terms  overdrawn  if  they  referred  to 
a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  But  if  such 
periods  might  be  considered  "  shortly,"  and 
"  at  hand,"  and  are  to  be  interpreted  by  the 
method  of  a  thousand  years  beii'g  with  the 
Lord  only  as  a  day,  then  five  months  would 
mean  150,000  years  and  twenty-five  years 
would  equal  9,125  milleniums.  And  thus  the 
event  may  be  hundreds  of  thousands  of  years 
in  the  distance.  Yet  wo  are  urged  to  expect 
it  in  the  immediate  future. 


Apocalyptic  In  any  discussion  of  "  The 
Revelation,"  some  mention 
should  be  made  of  Apocalyptic  litoratnro.  My 
purpose  not  being  scholarly  but  practical  I 
refer  to  it  very  briefly.  This  class  of  writing, 
to  which  the  Book  of  Uevelntion  belongs,  was 
prolific  from  about  200  B.C.  to  l.'O  A.T). 
Cenerally  speaking  it  grew  out  of  the  ap- 
parently   hopeless    condition   of   Israel   as   n 
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nation,  and  was  used  to  inspire  them  to  look 
for  better  days  in  the  xvture.  It  is  highly 
figurative,  full  of  symbolism,  often  wrought 
out  with  mathematical  exactness,  imaginative, 
and  picturesque  to  a  degree.  An  acquaintance 
with  this  literature  is  absolutely  essential  to 
any  fair  or  honest  interpretation  of  such  books 
in  either  the  Old  or  New  Tftt lament.  The 
very  interesting  and  authoritative  article  in 
Hasting's  "Dictionary  of  Christ  and  the 
Gospels  "  is  of  groat  value  if  one  has  not  the 
time  to  read  the  voluminous  literature  itself. 
But  the  most  meagre  acquaintance  with 
Apocalyptic  must  change  our  whole  viewpoint, 
estimate,  and  interpretation  of  the  Book  of 
Revelation. 

Summary  To  summarize  then  regarding 
a  Millenium  we  have  the  term 
"A  Thousand  Years"  made  the  foundation 
of  a  doctrine.  This  term  is  taken  literally, 
while  every  other  term  in  its  immediate  con- 
nection is  plainly  figurative.  This  number  is 
declared  to  be  specific,  while  every  other  num- 
ber in  the  book  is  considered  symbolic.  This 
term  means  an  exact  period  while  such  terms 
as  "  shortly,"  "  quickly,"  and  "  at  hand  "  mean 
1900  years  or  more.  And  this  Millenium  term, 
so  definite  and  distinct,  and  authoritative, 
comes  from  a  type  of  literature  that  surpasses 
all  other  types  in  its  imagery  and  symbolism. 
I  leave  you  to  judge  if  any  more  uncertain  or 
illogical  foundation  could  be  found  upon 
which  to  build  a  structure  of  faith  and 
conduct. 


Theories  Around  this  idea  of  Millenium 

of  Doctrine    has  grown  two  branches  of  be- 
lief. One,  termed  Pre-Millenial, 
insists  that  the   coming   of   Christ   a   second 
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time  is  lo  be  personal,  in  bodily  form,  and  is 
to  precede  and  usher  in  this  thousand  years. 
The  other  is  termed  Post-Millenial  ar  re- 
gards the  thousand  years  as  the  age  of  liospel 
triumph,  when  the  world  will  be  won  to 
Christ,  to  be  followed  by  His  return  to  judg- 
ment and  the  end  of  the  world.  To  these  two 
classes  may  be  added  a  third,  an  over  grov:ing 
class  I  imagine,  who  have  no  theory  of  mil- 
lenial  reign,  but  seek  to  dc  the  will  of  God  and 
obey  the  commandment  of  Christ  for  the 
world's  evangelization  and  christianization, 
and  leave  the  final  order  of  events  to  the  wis- 
dom and  Fatherly  Providence  of  God.  This 
third  class  having  no  theories  have  no  fads 
or  fallacies  regarding  the  matter  unless  their 
whole  attitude  is  false.  The  so-called  Post- 
Millenialists  are  also  not  greatly  perplexed,  or 
troubled,  or  inspired,  or  affrighted,  by  p.  multi- 
tude of  details  of  action  and  time-liable  that 
centres  round  a  millenium.  For  them  it  will 
be  time  enough,  if  necessary,  to  arrange  or 
calculate  that  programme  when  the  millenium 
has  arrived.  But  the  Pre-Milleuialists  are  in 
a  different  position.  Since  this  Millenium  is 
to  be  preceded  by  the  personal  and  bodily  ap- 
pearance of  the  Christ,  Who  will  usher  it  in, 
they  are  greatly  co-^emed  with  all  the 
evidence,  and  preliminary  steps  leading  up  to, 
nnd  bringing  to  actuality,  this  glorious  age. 
These  believers  insist  that  God  has  a  definite 
time-table  and  schedule  upon  which  He  will 
run  off  the  events  of  time.  It  is  therefore 
perfectly  natural  that  men  should  want  to  get 
hold  of  the  time-table.  With  all  the  pro- 
gramme and  its  application  I  h<ive  not  time 
to  deal,  but  included  in  its  theo;  s  are  a  ntim- 
ber  of  conclusions  contrary  to  fact  and  to  the 
whole  tenor  and  spirit  of  Scripture.  With  a 
very  few  of  these  T  will  deal. 
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SOME  OF  THE  FALLACIES 

1.  The  Fallacy  that  the  Gospel  will  not 
save  the  world,  and  that  the  world  is  growing 
worse  and  worse.  With  that  belief  both  thfi 
facts  of  history  and  the  teachings  of  the  New 
Testament  are  directly  opposed.  We  must 
admit  that  evil  is  rampant  in  the  world,  but 
it  is  not  more  rampant  than  ever  since  the 
time  of  Christ.  The  good  does  not  control 
and  spread  its  benificence  over  all  the  life  of 
man,  we  are  free  to  confess,  but  never  was  it 
so  prevalent  or  so  much  in  evidence  as  to-day. 


Civilized         Civilized  man  to-day  is  far  from 
and  being  perfect  in  either  morals 

Savage  or  religious  life,  but  he  is  an 

infinitely  higher  'ype  of  man, 
and  lives  a  vastly  nobler  life  than  the  savage 
and  pagan.  I  recognize  the  sad  shock  to 
boasted  civilization  which  has  come  through 
German  atrocities  and  barbarism.  But  I  re- 
mind you  that  the  German  is  not  the  highest 
type  of  Christian  civilization,  though  for  the 
time  being  a  small,  dominating  Prussian 
faction  may  think  so.  Even  Japan  and  China 
frown  on  Germany.  And  yot  I  call  yoiir  at- 
tention to  this  fact,  that  Germany  has  com- 
mitted no  outrage,  no  atrocity,  no  barbarism, 
that  was  not  universal  in  Africa,  in  India, 
in  the  South  Sea  Islands,  yea  even  in  China 
and  Japan  for  all  the  centuries,  and  even 
within  the  last  fif^v  years.  Germany,  I  be- 
lieve, represents  lowest  type  of  Christian 
civilization  in  the  world  to-day;  she  has  the 
most  unchristian  Christian  civilization,  but 
even  such  civilization  as  Germany  represents 
is  quite  equal  to,  if  not  superior  to  that  of 
Home  1800  or  1000  years  ago.     Germany  is 
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the  lowest  to-day  and  liouie  was  the  highest 
in  her  day.  And  even  what  Uoman  civiliza- 
tion there  was  in  that  day  was  contined  to  a 
comparatively  small  area  of  the  Empire 
itself,  and  all  the  great  outside  was  heathen 
and  pagan.  Even  the  inhabitants  of  Gaul 
and  Britam  were  naked  savages,  almost,  if 
not  quite  as  low  in  morals,  as  bloodthirsty,  and 
as  cruel,  as  the  Polynesians  of  fifty  years  ago. 
The  Christianity  and  civilization  of  the  *i:irly 
centuries  of  our  era  may  be  judged  from  thic 
statement  of  Ridpath  in  his  "  History  of  the 
World,"  Volume  II,  page  338.  "  In  the  year 
404  the  priests  declared  that  cruelty  was  no 
part  of  the  Christian  system — except,  of 
course,  when  practis?'^  against  the  enemies 
of  Christ." 


France,  Here   is    Harold    Begbie's    de- 

1200  A.D.  scription  of  France  in  the 
thirteenth  century : — "  There 
were  no  drains  in  those  days.  The  trodden 
mud  of  the  road,  where  pigs  and  dogs  hunted 
for  food,  was  indescribably  horrible.  The 
atmosphere  of  the  city  reeked  with  evil  odors. 
Paris  could  be  smelt  for  miles  l")efore  it  Avas 
renclied.  People  who  washed  once  a  week 
thought  themselves  extraordinarily  clean.  The 
corridors,  staircases,  and  even  the  rooms  of 
castles  and  palaces  wore  like  stables.  Decency 
did  not  exist.  The  fork  was  not  invented; 
everyone,  from  king  to  beggar,  ate  w^ith 
their  hands  on  a  bare  table  and  sucked 
their  fingers  afterwards.  The  poor  starved. 
The  rich  stuffed  themselves  to  apoplexy.  Con- 
versation was  coarse  and  boastful.  Priest, 
monk,  and  nun.  for  the  most  part,  were  given 
over  to  wickedness.  Everywhere  it  was  the 
same.  Some  of  the  men  who  had  been  to  the 
Crusades  declared  that   the  Moslem  was  a 
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better  man  and  a  cleaner  animal  than  the 
Christian."-(The  Distant  Lamp,    page  5-6.) 

England,  Here  is  a  picture  of  England 
1750  A.D.  in  the  time  of  Wesley,  written 
by  Green  the  historian: — "Of 
the  prominent  statesmen  of  the  time  the 
greater  part  were  unbelievers  in  any  form  of 
Christianity,  and  distinguished  for  the  gross- 
ness  and  immorality  of  their  lives.  Drunken- 
ness and  foul  talk  were  thought  no  discredit 
to  Walpole.  A  later  Prime  Minister,  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,  was  in  the  habit  r*  appear- 
ing with  his  mistress  at  the  play.  Purity  and 
fidelity  to  the  marriage  vow  were  sneered  out 
of  fashion;  and  Lord  Chesterfield  in  his  letters 
to  his  son  instructs  him  in  the  art  of  seduction 
as  part  of  a  polite  education.  At  the  other 
end  of  the  social  scale  lay  the  masses  of  the 
poor.  They  were  ignorant  and  brutal  to  a 
degree  which  it  is  hard  to  conceive,  for  the 
increase  of  population  which  followed  on  the 
growth  of  towns  and  the  development  of  com- 
merce had  been  met  by  no  effort  for  their  reli- 
gious or  educational  improvement.  The  rural 
peasantry,  who  were  fast  being  reduced  to 
pauperism  by  the  abuse  of  the  poor  laws,  were 
left  without  much  moral  or  religious  training 
of  any  sort.  Within  the  towns  things  were 
worse.  In  the  streets  of  London  at  one  time 
gin  shops  invited  every  passer-by  to  get 
drunk  for  a  penny,  or  dead  drunk  for  two 
pence." — (Green's  Shorter  History,  page  736.) 

Then  Harry    F.    Wood,    in    "World 

And  Now  Outlook,"  May,  1916,  page  3, 
says:  —  "When  the  Black 
Plague  swept  London  250  years  ago  the  rich 
ran  away  and  left  the  poor  to  rot.  Now 
people  of  wealth  and  ease  travel  far  to  regions 
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infected  with  loathsome  diseases,  some  to 
nurse  the  afflicted,  and  others  to  light  the  dis- 
ease. They  die  for  folk  they  have  never  seen 
before,  and  count  it  but  a  part  of  the  day's 
work,"  And  that  could  be  illustrated  in  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  cases,  as  you  know. 

I  know  that  to-day  one-half  of  the  human 
race  is  unable  to  read  or  write  a  word  of  any 
language,  and  that  more  than  one-half  the 
race  is  without  a  knowledge  of  medicine,  sur- 
gery or  sanitation.  But  if  this  is  the  con- 
dition to-day,  what  was  it  one  hundred  years 
ago?  What  about  reforms  in  foreign  lands? 
Anti-footbinding  in  China  and  opium  pro- 
hibition. The  abolition  of  the  suttee  and  jug- 
gernaut in  India.  These  hoary,  age-long 
iniquities  have  fled  or  are  fleeing  before  the 
Christian  civilization  of  to-day.  As  Mr. 
Brewer  Eddy  points  out  in  "World  Out- 
look," May,  1916,  page  26 :  "  In  mighty  chorus 
the  slave,  the  captive,  the  fallen,  the  sick,  the 
insane,  the  imprisoned,  the  orphan,  all  'these 
least'  of  a  needy  world,  raise  their  voices  of 
praise  for  the  work  of  r  rcy  and  of  Christian 
love  accomplished  the  world  around  by  the 
missionary,  the  scout  of  civilization."  And 
the  chorus  is  louder  and  more  harmonious  than 
ever  before  in  this  world's  history. 

Here  is  the  admission  of  a  Pre-Millenialist 
writing  to  prove  the  world  is  growing  worse. 
1  »  says: — "But  can  it  be  that  moral  condi- 
tions are  really  worse  than  they  have  ever 
been ;  that  the  glittering  twentieth  century  is 
more  deeply  sunken  in  vice  than  the  first  or 
second  when  pagan  Eome  revelled  in  her 
saturnalia  of  crime  and  corruption?  Perhaps 
no  one  would  insist  on  that  conclusion 
directly — but  relatively,  when  the  oppor- 
tunities of  each  age  are  taken  into  consider- 
ation— then     no     Bible,    no     churches,     no 
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prt-aelK'ti  word  in  any  gonerui  scnso;  now  all 
these  and  more — ,  how  stands  the  account?" 
(C.  C.  Cook,  "  Bible  Outlines  on  the  Second 
Coming,"  page  10.)  How  stands  the  account? 
Why  just  this  way:  If  the  good  had  not  been 
increasing,  and  increasing  more  rapidly  than 
the  bad,  and  exercising  an  ever  widening  and 
powerful  influence,  there  could  have  been  no 
relatively,  of  which  this  writer  speaks.  This 
is  the  very  thing  for  which  we  contend. 

The  most  specious  argument  I  have  read  to 
prove  the  world  is  growing  worse  is  that  briefly 
stated  by  Van  Osdel  and  quoted  by  C.  C.  Cook 
in  his  "Brief  Outliius  on  the  Second  Com- 
ing," page  11.  This  is  it:— "The  vital 
qui  tion  is  this:  is  the  proportionate  percent- 
age of  persons  becoming  sons  of  God  by  faith 
in  Christ,  greater  than  the  increase  in  popu- 
lation ?  If  so,  the  world  is  getting  better,  but 
if  not  it  is  getting  worse."  That  statement 
may  look  well  at  first  glance.  It  settles  the 
whole  question  with  a  brush  of  the  hand.  It 
is  on  a  por  with  most  other  pre-millenial  argu- 
ment concerning  the  same  subject,  and  its  con- 
clusion is  false.  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
increase  of  population  in  the  world  is  greater 
than  the  number  becoming  sons  of  God  in 
Christ  may  be  hard  to  state.  The  figures  or 
statistics  are  not  available.  But  if  it  is  so, 
that  is  not  final. 
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^•**  It  took  Jesus  about  three  years 

Jesus  to    gather   a    little   handful   of 

Fail?  very  weak  followers,  and  when 

He  ascended  there  were  prob- 
ably not  more  than  a  couple  of  hundred  at 
most  tliat  would  acknowledge  themselves  as 
His.  How  miserably  He  failed  then  accord- 
ing to  this  argument,  for  I  doubt  not  there 
were  as  many  born  into  the  world  (and   that 
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almost  oxc'luaively  a  heathoii  ami  puguu 
world)  during  those  three  years  us  were  born 
into  it  last  year.  The  probability  is  there 
were  many  more.  Last  years'  additions  to 
the  church  ran  into  millions,  but  tlie  birth 
rate  was  likely  about  the  game.  If  the  world 
was  getting  worse  last  year,  it  must  have  been 
getting  worse  5000  times  as  fast  in  the  time 
of  Christ.  If  you  are  going  to  compare  the 
growth  of  the  church  with  the  increase  of 
world  population  to  estimate  the  goodness  or 
badness  of  the  world,  then  you  must  compare 
these  statistics  at  two  periods  of  history,  and 
judge  whether  the  church  is  gaining  or  losing 
ground,  and  whether  the  outlook  is  more  or 
less  hopeful  for  the  world.  However,  the 
goodness  or  badness  of  the  world  does  not  de- 
pend upon  the  number  of  g>  '^d  or  bad  who 
are  in  it,  but  upon  the  comparntive  influence 
of  the  one  or  the  other  upon  its  life.  And  I 
am  solemnly  convinced  that  there  never  was 
n  time  when  the  Christian  church,  and  the 
Christian  spirit  was  so  influential  in  the 
world  as  to-day.  But  if  you  have  to  be 
mechanical  in  your  reasoning,  then  I  submit 
that  the  figures  of  increase  in  the  church  and 
world  population  of  100  years  ago  and  to-day 
would  show  the  outlook  better  for  the 
Christian  Gospel  at  this  time  by  at  least 
10,000  per  cent. 


100  One   hundred   years    ago    what 

Years'  Christianity   there    was   in   the 

Progress  world     was     confined     to     the 

British  Isles  and  Europe.  And 
judged  by  the  standard  laid  down  by  Christ. 
"  a  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits,"  it  was  cer- 
tainly not  as  spiritual,  or  as  moral,  or  as  alive 
to  its  opportunity  to  serve  as  it  is  to-day 
even  on  that   continent   alone.     And   during 
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the  century  it  has  spread  over  North  America, 
across    China,   over    India.     It    has    brought 
light  to  the  Dark  Continent,  given  Japan  new 
ideals  of  moral    and   social   life,    and    is  be- 
ginning to  make  its  influence  felt  for  good  in 
South    America,   the   great    Neglected    Con- 
tinent.   And  surely  the  prospect  was  never  so 
bright  for  victory  as  now.    Missionary  lead- 
ers tell  us  that  more  has  been  accomplished, 
and  larger  results  attained   in  the  last    100 
years  than   in  the  previous    1800,    and    that 
the  last  20  wore  more  product!    ■  than    the 
previous  HO.     This  certainly  is  true.     In  al- 
most   every    mission    land   the   missionaries 
labored  for  years  without   a   single  convert. 
.Judged  by  comparison  those  years  were  utter 
failures  and  the   lands   were   growing   worse 
a)id   worse.    It  was  not  so.    They  were  foun- 
dation years,  and  sowing  days,  and  from  them 
noble  structures  have  been  built,  and  golden 
harvests  gathered. 

Recent  Here    are     a     few     statements 

Facts  gathered     from    "World    Out- 

look," the  organ  of  the  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  published  in  New  York,  and  edited 
by  Dr.  S.  Earl  Taylor:— 

"  In  six  months,  7000  of  the  men  who  rule 
China,  high  officials,  mertuants,  and  literati 
who  hold  the  destiny  of  the  Republic  in  their 
hands,— turned  to  Christianity."    When  John 
K.  Mott  first  visited  China  he  had  an  attend- 
ance at  all  his  meetings  of  2000,  and  this  was 
considered  wonderful  in  that  day.     Eighteen 
years  later  he  returned,  and  more  than  that 
number  attended  his  meetings  every  day,  and 
thousands  were  organized  into  Bible  Classes. 
In  Korea  the  people  are  turning  to  Christ 
at  the  rate  of  3000  per  week.    There  has  been 
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ttu  uveiuge  of  ojuj  convert  lor  eve-y  liour  *iuce 
the  miaaioiiarica  tirat  went  there,  over  2b  yeara 
ago.  ^'ow  they  are  iveragiug  1»  converts  per 
hour.     (March,  1915.) 

"The  Christian  community  of  India  haa 
been  increasing  at  the  rate  of  5000  new  mem- 
bers every  month,  or  JO.OOO  per  year.'  Bishop 
Warne  wrote  .ne  Board  of  the  M.L.  Church 
that  if  they  would  give  him  the  ti"^"^'";  as- 
sistance necessary  they  could  add  2,000,000 
converts  in  4  years.  (March,  lt)15.)  (July, 
1915.) 

"In  Uganda  there  are  1200  Christian 
Churches,  whore  25  years  ago  there  was  only 
one."     (March,  1915.) 

I  might  also  mention  the  great  evangelistic 
campaign   which   has   been    sweeping   Japan 
for  the  past  live  years.    The  21  missionaries 
of    our    church   there   call    for    help.     Mr. 
Whiting    in    last    year's    Missionary    Report 
(page  L)  tells  of   a    revival    on   his   field   at 
Nagano,  led  by  Mr.  Kanamori,  when  in   five 
weeks  1750  decided  to  be  followers  of  Christ. 
And  we  are  still  only  laying  foundations 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  and  only 
preparing  the  ground  or  sowing  the  seed.   We 
are  yet  to  see  the  structure  that  will  be  reared 
and  the  harvest  that  will  be  gathered.     And 
the  church  had  never  greater  reason  to  sing, 
or  to  pray — 

Blest  river  of  salvation 
Pursue  thina  onward  way. 
Flow  thou  to  every  nation 
Nor  in  thy  richness  stay. 
Stay  not  till  all  the  lowly 
Triumphant  reach  their  home. 
Stay  not  till  all  the  holy 
Proclaim  the  Lord  is  come. 
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2  Another  Fallacy  of  Pre-MiUenialism  is 
.ts  fatalism.  That  God  from  eternity  laid 
down    a    programme,     and     that     He     will 

r.T  L''"*    *"    *^"    ^'''''-     '^^h«  statement 

Dlan"     TW '"^  "^^  "^"*"  ^^=  "G°^  has    a 
Pian        That  sounds  /well,    but    before    you 

accept  It  consider  what  it  means.    I  can  only 

writers  and  preachers  are  quite  bold  enough 
to  say  .that  God  never  intended  to  save  the 
.^orld  m  tins  dispensation,  because  it  is  not 
m  Ills  plan  The  whole  teaching  implies  that 
God  planned  for  failure  in  six  dispensations 

the  seventh.     Lot  who  will  believe  it,  God  is 
no  s  -ch  fiend  or  trickster  as  that. 

That  God  never  intended  to  save  the  world 
m  this  dispensation,  but  only  to  gather  out 
a  few  select  and  elect  who  would  appear  with 
Him  in  glory  to  reign  in  a  Millenium,  and 
share  in  the  final  triumph,  is  bald  Calvinism 
gone  on  the  rampage.    Think  what  it  implies 
Jesus  suffered  and  died  not  to  save  the  world.' 
l)ut  just   some    in    the    world.      The    aoostles 
were  commissioned  to  go  out  and  preach,  not 
0  save  the  world,  but  just  to  "evangelize" 
't.  and    evangelize   with    pro-millenial    advo- 
cates means  just  to  give  them  a  bare  chance 

!  .1  T\  ^."*  ^'^  "^^'^^  "^t^^^^d  them  to 
1)6  saved  In  fact  the  assertion  is  quite  clear 
and  emphatic  that  the  Go.pel  is  just  to  be 
preached  as  "a  witness,"  so  that  when    the 

Christ  will  be  u      out  excuse,  and  God  can 
condemn  them  to  eternal  burning  by  saying 
well  you  heard  the  Gospel  and  had  a  chance 
and  did  not  take  it." 

fhl^^' rV^^'"    '^'"^"■""'    ''^"'^    Personally    I 
hank   God   they   nearly   all   are  much   better 
than  their  creed.     To  their  credit  be  it  said 
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they  pray,  and  work,  and  sacrifice  for  nus- 
sionary  endeavor,  and  to  meet  the  needs  of 
men,  but  it  is  not  to  their  creed  they  owe  the 
inspiration.  A  few  cases  are  exceptions, 
however,  for  they  candidly  acknowledge  they 
do  it  not  in  hope  of  saving  men,  but  so  they 
may  save  themselves,  and,  of  course  if  that  is 
why  it  is  done,  it  is  as  selfish  as  the  Devil  him- 
self, and  as  open  to  condemnation. 

The  statement  that  God  never  intended  to 
save  the  world  in  this  dispensation  is  mon- 
strous.    It   contradicts   both   the   spirit   and 
letter  of  the  Gospel.     To  "evangelize"    the 
world  means  vastly  more  than  simply  to  give 
mankind  a  mere  chance  to  have  his  soul  saved. 
Listen    to    the   solemn     and    comprehensive 
words  of  the  great  commission  given  by  Mark, 
(16:  15)  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the     gospel    to     every   creature."      This     is 
further  emphasized  in  detail  as  recorded    by 
Matthew   (28:  19-20),  "Go  ye  therefore  and 
make   disciples    of    all    nations,     baptizing 
them  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son    and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them 
to   observe  all    things    I    have  commanded 
you,    and    lo    I    am    with    you    unto    the" 
— Millenium  ?-No;    "end    of    the   world  I" 
Surely  making  disciples  moans  saving  them, 
while  teaching  all  things  He  commanded  is 
an  enormous  task  that    can    only    be  accom- 
plished    by     great     patience     and     devotion 
through     multitudes     of    years.      We     with 
several  generations  of  Christian  ancestry  have 
much  yet  to  learn  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus, 
especially  as  it  bears  upon  the  social  relations 
of  life. 
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No?  A  i  ^°*^,^e^e'-  intended  to  save 

M^ker  i      """'i,^  ^"^  *^^'  dispensation. 

Mocker  how  sadly  and  bitterly  He  has 

mocked  man.   Jesus  sa'ii;  "For 

demn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  through 
Him  should  be  saved,"  John  3:  17.    But  He 

IS  true*  XJ^'^'i"  ^''''  '^'  "^^y  «PP°-t« 
world  n  ,^?r  ^^"^  ^^  ^""^^  "«*  ««^'e  the 
world,  and  He  came  just  to  condemn  it.   One 

day  «s  you  remember.  He  wept  over  Jeru^ 

^rl\  ^TJ^^^'^'^^  ^^^  ^^iJ^r^n  together 
as  a  hen  doth  gather  her  brood  under  her 
wxn^  and  ye  would  not."  Matt.  23:  37.  But 
He  did  not  mean  it,  He  never  intended  to 
gather  her  children  together.  Or  listen  agan 
to  words  of  His:  "And  I  if  I  be   lifted  "p 

tpll  ?,  i'  f i^""^  I^'  evangelist  is  careful  to 
die  "  K  H  "^-T"'  ?'  *^^  "'^^^^h  He  should 
all  untn  H-^  "^  ''"^^^  "'•"^^  H^  ^^""1^  draw 
nL  .^T-.  ^"*  ^^  ^^d  ^''t  "lean  it.  He 
never  intended  to  draw  them  by  His  cross  in 

Our  p^-n^.in::iart:.ctsTroi\:^n^ 

such   a   text   as   this  or  limit   its  truth    and 

bv  fl,o  "  i-emnnnt,"  who  will  be  saved 

by  the  cro.s.  Hc.r  this  prayer  written  bv  a 
mos  prohfi.  p  her  and  tractarian  of  thi 
cult.  Accomplish  O  Lord  the  number  of 
thin,  elect.  Get  thron.^h  the  preacHng  of 
Thy  Gospel  those  who  shall  be  e  ernaHv 
Th  ne.  because  eternnlly  ehosen  of  Thee" 
Haldeman.  "Is  the  Coming  of  Christ  b7 
ore  or  After  the  Millenium  '  page^^S^relv' 

tni^S     iq     n»''^dr>ctino  +  ,'-  1  ►-'Ulliy 

[!.,  ncsimatiun  run  mad. 
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is  This  According  to    Pre-Millenialists 

Our  Christ?   Christ    is    to     accomplish   the 
saving   of    the    world,    not     Dy 
"grace,"  nor  by  the  cross,  nx  this  dispensa- 
tion, but  by  power,  and   a    throne,  when   He 
reigns  with  a  rod  of  iron  over  the  earth.    In 
fact,   one  could  almost  imagine  these  Bible 
teachers  had  studied  at  the  feet  of  Prussian 
Militarism,  so  terrible  are  the  pictures  they 
draw  of  Christ  as  He  comes  to  lord  it  over  the 
earth.    Here  is  the  picture  drawn  by  Dr.  1.  m.   . 
Haldeman,  in  his    book    above    referred    to 
pages  63,  64,  65.     "The  door  m  Heaven    is 
now  flung  wide   open  and  the  Son   of  God 
comes  forth.    He  is  riding  on  a  white  horse. 

^Behind  Him  there  ride  other  horsemen. 

They  are  the  saints  of  God,  the  redeemed  of 
the  Lord.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  and 
ten  times  thousands  of  thousands  of  the  an- 
gels of  God  who  accompany  them. mose 

eves  are  blazing  now."  (i.e.  the  eyes  of 
Jesus.)  "Their  glances  flash  forth  as  when 
lightnings     pierce      the      dark      and      fetid 

^  *«'  They  reveal,   they   make    manifest   every 
secret  thought  and  hidden  deed.    They  scorch. 
They  burn.     They  wither  and   consume   all 
that     is     unclean,     unrighteous.       and     un- 
true.    He    is    coming    to    tread    the    wine 
press     He  is  coming  to  tread  it  alone*    The 
wine  press  is  the  earth,  the  earth  in  Palestine. 
Thegrapesare  the  bodies  of  men.  Thejuiceas 
it  bursts  forth  and  runs  red  beneath  His  feet,  a 
red  that  is  a  deep,  -*    k  red,  is  the  blood  of 
the  arteries  of  mer .    And  this  blood  will  run 
a  stream  sixteen  hundred  furlongs  in  length- 
He  is  coming  not  with  an  olive  branch,  but 
with  a  rod  of  iron.     He  is  coming,  not  to 

*  What  He  has  done  ^.•ith  all  th^«'aint8  «nd  thousand, 
of  angels  the  writer  does  not  eicplam.  but  Pre-Millenial- 
iRts  are  not  troubled  about  consistency. 
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touch  the  earth  as  softly  ««.  «   H.. 

carui  snail  terribly  remember" 

,be  added  to  make  U  peXt  /  M,?""";"'  '" 
^  Amen,  even  so  come  Lord  Jes„"     A  Tv 


God's 
Plan 


I  want  to  add  God  has  a  plan. 
Ihat     IS     clear     all     through 
T*  •  ,         T^    records    of    sacred     truth 

^oken    ,.,:3e  nf  .^^^  m^i°".,e''-„, J^ 
seit  determination.     Hi<!  nlar,  ^-^     a  j 
.hat  he  should  .l^Jl^'Z    :\tZZ: 
W  Adam  s.nned  and  thwarted   Ood's   rian' 

deathrloJif^;-  tu^'7-ir^'':  r" 

;ocon.ned  unto  G^d  thrl^  '  S  X   "" 

hnf    ,•+         ^i^'iiuries.  or  milleniums  to  do  if 

™    will    draw    „„  't„  ^fj  'f„J,^  \"f 
12:  SO     And  n-av  I  add    if  P 'd  "''" 

"..  world ,..,.  i,„.e.  thM.::  11  :;™«i'":j 
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Christ  on  the  cross.  He  never  can  save  it  by 
l)ower.  He  may  crush  His  enemies  by  power, 
but  He  must  win  His  friends  by  love.  That 
was  why  the  great  apostle  said  to  the  Corin- 
thians :  "  1  'determined  not  to  know  anything 
among  you  .'>at  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  cruci- 
fied." 1  Cor.  2:  2.  And  tlie  writer  to  the 
Hebrews  ib  assured  with  this  hope  for  he 
says :  "  We  see  not  yet  all  things  put  under 
Him,  but  wo  see  Jesus  crowned  with  glory 
and  honor  that  He  by  the  grace  of  God 
should  taste  death  for  every  man."  Heb.  2: 
28-9. 

3.  The  Motive  for  Obedience  and  Service 
put  forth  byPre-Milienialism  is  not  the  highest. 
The  appeal  is  "  be  ready,  for  Christ  may  ap- 
pear in  the  heavens  at  any  moment  and  find 
you  unprepared."  This  motive  may  be  of 
value  to  some,  but  it  certainly  will  not  appeal 
to,  nor  produce  the  best.  It  is  what  has 
sometimes  hocni  called  the  "policeman  mo- 
tive," the  method  of  fear,  frightening  one 
into  obedience. 


Shirker  Kvon  the  motive  of  expectancy, 

or  and    being   ready    on    that     ac- 

Worker  count,    is   not  the  highest.      Tt 

may     \)o     the        ^uge     of     the 
shirker  or  the  hypocrite.  careless  av(\ 

indolent  laborers  are  the  i  unification  i 
industry  and  interest  when  the  br^ss  is  ex- 
pected. The  noblest  laborer  is  he  who  will 
toil  with  fidelity  and  honor  thoiigh  the  boss 
never  appear  to  either  command  or  blame. 
Dr.  A.  J.  Gordon  uses  a  beautiful  and  subtle 
illustration  to  emphasize  this  pre-m.illenial 
view.  It  is  this:  "Having  gone  into  the 
country  with  my  childi"en  for  a  lew  weeks' 
vacation.  T  had  planned  many  pleasant  diver- 
sions an'^'  engagements  for  the  holidays,  when 
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almost  upon  my  arrival  I  was  summoned  back 
to  the  city  on  an  important  mission.    In  the 
disappomtment  of  the    children    I    said  to 
them:     Children,  I  am  going  to  the  city  to- 
day, but  I  shall  soon  be  back  again.    I   may 
come  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day,  or  possibly 
not  till  the  end  of  the  week,  but  you  may  ex- 
P<3ct  me  any  time.'    It  so  happened  Ihat  I  was 
detained  until  Saturday.  But  when  I  returned 
1  learned  that  in  their  eagerness  to  welcome 
me     back     the    children,    contrary    to    their 
natural  instinct,  had  insisted  on  having  their 
taces  washed  every  day  and  having  on  their 
clean  clothes,  and  going  down  to  meet    me 
at  train  time."    A  beautiful  illustration,  life- 
like and  natural,  but  subtle  and  inadequate. 
You  see  the  children  did    not    desire    to    be 

tW  I  rl  ^'"""^^  "^"*^'  «"^  ^^  "'J^ht  infer 
that  had  they  not  expected  him  thev  would 

have  been  content  to  go  without  either  wash- 
ing or  cleaning  for  the  whole  week.     T   very 

r„  /r-*'  ^T^^^'''  '^  *h^*  ^""W  have 
pleased  their  nother,  who  was  with  them,  and 
as  much  beloved  as  he.  And  why  not  get 
washed  t,nd  cleaned  up  for  mother's  sake? 
ror  the  mother  who  was  there? 

A  young  woman  whose  mother  is  dead 
<eeps  house  for  her  father,  md  mothers,  as 
Dest  she  can,  the  younger  children.  After  •  a 
very  busy  day,  which  had  greatly  tired  her, 
she  heard  that  a  neighbor  was  sick.  She 
wrapped  up  a  glass  of  jelly  and  prepared    to 

s^?d     '^^    A  ""'"''  ^^'''  ^'^-    ^"t  some  one 
said:     Why  do  it  to-night,  you're  very  tired 
wait  till  morning."    And  she  replied:  '^0  yes! 

HtTl.'/'*^'/"*   P^?«P«    I   <^an    help   just   a 
little,     and  remembering  her  mother's  kind- 

^hat  t     7:'  \^^,^°^^^^  ^^-^S^t  for  others 

that   so   often   had   inspired   her,   continued. 

and,   you   know,   ,t    mother   was   here,   she 


MILLENIALISM 


27 


would  do  it."  And  that  motive  and  attitude 
was  vastly  superior  to  the  other.  She  was  in- 
spired by  love  to  her  mother,  the  sacred 
memory  lingered  in  her  life  and  sweetened 
her  service.  But,  more  important  and  more 
vital  than  that  she  had  the  same  loving  kind- 
ness and  tender  mercy  in  her  heart  as  had 
possessed  her  mother. 


Love 
Must 
Rule 


And  that  is  the  crucial  thing. 
The   service  which    is    highest 
and   most   Christ-like    is    that 
which     arises     from     the     in- 
dwelling of  His  Spirit  in  the  heart.     It    is 
that  expressed  by  John:   "We  love  because 
He  first  loved  us."    1  John  4:  19.    It  is  that 
meant  by   Christ.  "  The   water   that   I   shall 
give  him,  shall  be  in   him    a  well    of   water 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life."     John  4: 
14.     It  is  illustrated  in  the    judgment-soene 
of  Matt.  2.5:  34-40,  where  those  on  the  right 
hand  were  welcomed   and  blessed  for    their 
kindness  and  ministry  to  others,  which  had 
been  rendered  solely  through  the  promptings 
of  His  spirit,  and  without  any  thought  of  re- 
ward.   Rest  assured  of  this.  Jesus  must  reign 
in  the  hearts  of  men  or  there  will  never  be 
peace  and  righteousness  in  the  world,  and  no 
autocratic  power,  not  even  that  of  Jesus  Him- 
self, can  impose  peace  and  righteousness  by 
sitting  on  a  material  throne  in  Jerusalem  or 
anywhere  else.     I  say  it  reverently,  if  God 
could  impose  His  peace  and  love  in  human 
hearts  He  would  long  ago  have  done  it.     He 
has  not  done  it  because  love  must  be  attracted, 
it  cannot  be  forced. 

1,  These  are  days  of  very  active  propa- 
ganda by  many  who  declare  the  imminence  of 
a  material  coming  of  Christ,  and  a  literal  pro- 
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gramme  of  Millenium.     Numerous  signs  are 
pointed  to  as  proof  that  this  outward  event  is 
near  at  hand.   It  suffices  to  say  that  no  list  of 
"  signs "  that  I  have  seen  are  peculiarly    or 
strikingly     significant    of     this     age.      They 
would  be  applicable  to  any  period  of  a  quarter 
century  almost  since  the  time  of  Christ.    The 
great  war  has  given  stimulus  to  the  propa- 
ganda as  have  many  givat  wars  of  the  past. 
When  Alaric,  the  (Jotli,  captured  and  pillaged 
Rome,  400  A.D.,  some  Christian  writers    de- 
clared it  was  the  destruction  of  Babylon    as 
portrayed  in  the  Apoealyi)se,  and  that  Clirist's 
coming       would       swiftly      follow.        When 
Napoleon,  a  century  ago,  was  marching    his 
great  armies  over  Europe  and  threatening  the 
world,  there    was    a  revival    of   millenialism 
and  the  people  were  warned  by  all  the  signs 
that  the  time  was  at  hand.     When  the  great 
civil   war   of   the   neighboring   Kepublic   was 
ravaging  this  continent  a   half  century  ago 
the  movement  gathered  great  momentum  and 
many  sadly  fanatic  things  were  done.      The 
Franco-Prussian   War,  the  Spanish-American 
War,  the    South    African    War,    the    Russo- 
Japanese  War,  all  gave  occasion  for  insisting 
on  the  sign  ''  wars  and  rumors  of  wars."   And 
tlie  present  great  war  has  made  the  smoulder- 
ing embers  to   buist   forth  again   into  flame. 
I  wonder  if  it  is  not  time  to  remind  ourselves 
of  the  statement  of  Christ  Himself  who  said: 
"The  kingdom  of  God  cometh  not  with  ob- 
servation;   neither    shall    they   say   Lo,   here! 
or  Lo,  there!  for.  bf^hokl  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  within  you."— Luke  17:  20-21. 


Be 

Patient 


This  is  a  time  for  patience,  for 
calm,     for     self-possession.       If 
only  we  will  wait  the  war  will 
pass,  and  25  years  from  now.  or  less,  the  pro- 
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In 

Japan 


paganda  will  probuWy  '-ave  spent  JU  ferco^ 
TV  «nlv  we  are  conseerated  to  uoa,  luvi  » 
{'ur'f„.:.U.  ana  .ecUn..  ^  be»t  .e  can 

rjir-;,  f r.'.i""  orene.l..na 
t„S;L  are  required  to  n.-'  *«^™t  and 
great  world  .ad  y  '"^  »"°f£  J^t  the 
suBera  because  it  has  not  ytt  Deen  la  s 

love  of  God. 

A  college  friend  of  mine  is  one 
„(  our  honored  missionaries  in 
Japan.     On   his   last   furlough 

ho  told  mo  this:  When  he  went  to  Japan  Bome 
he  told  mo  ini^  nuaionary  on 

25  years  ago  he  met  a  turn         ^  ,,     [^^i,,, 

'^tiUf  hiTsXct  *•  «»d  -'  "»' 

°gri«f  .atn'wHh^linl.     But   about  s-r 
Len  years  ago  '^-^^^^^'^^X.^TZ- 

"ShorSTca'nle  S^iend.     This  other 
getner,  «""  .  |  ^      y^i^  theory  of 

missionary  had  lost  lu^  zeai  i 
Christ's  second  coming  and  dropped  it      My 
Send  asked  him  .'hy.    This  was  his  reply  •-- 
« Well    Bro.  N.,  you  know  when  T  came  to 

Japan  and  saw  -  --/ /^-^rfj^.i^ 
no?  know  that  Christ  had  come  a  fir^t  1.me 
T  eoncluded  it  was  great  foil,     "in  each 
them  about  His  coming  a  second  time. 

Our  Pre-Millenial  theorists  have 
always  misinterpreted  the  signs. 

Again,    and    again,    and    again, 
for  the  past  1900  years  they  ha^;e  assured  the 
church  that  the  coming  of  Christ  a    they  be 
lieved  it    was    imminent,    and    that    all    the 
siln,  were  in  evidence.     Again  the  church    s 
regaled  with    the    same    assurance    and    the 
same  list  of  signs.    Have  we  any  positive  as- 
surance that  they  are  not  wrong  again.     In 
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terpreters  of  prophecy,  before  the  prophecy 
has  been  fulfilled,  have  almost  always  misin- 
terpreted. 

Brethren,  I  confess  to  you,  no  theory  of 
Millenium  appeals  to  me.  1  have  read  scores 
of  books,  and  tracts  and  pamphlets.  I  have 
read  columns  of  texts,  gathered  from  Genesis 
to  Revelation,  some  of  them  appropriate,  and 
most  of  them  having  no  reference  or  bearing 
whatever  on  the  subject,  for  texts  are  only  of 
value  as  they  axe  used  in  harmony  with  their 
context.  I  have  also  read  my  Bible.  I  have 
read  it  more  than  any  of  these  other  books. 
Personally  I  prefer  to  take  my  theology  from 
it.  And  I  believe  that  if  God  had  desired  to 
reveal  His  programme  of  the  future  He  could 
have  done  it,  and  would  have  done  it  in  such 
a  clear  and  definite  way  that  even  one  so  dull 
as  I  am  could  have  understood.  But  I  abso- 
lutely refuse  to  believe  that  the  Bible  is  a 
puzzle  box  for  the  most  ingenious  or  imagin- 
ative to  weave  fantastic  theories  from.  The 
following  statement  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Peake  is  ap- 
propriate and  valuable: 


Bible  "The  Bible  is  not    a    book    of 

No  Puzzle      puzzles.    We  must  not  degrade 
Box  that  glorious  literature  into  a 

collection  of  ingenious  conun- 
drums. It  was  not  given  to  humanity  as  a 
whetstone  on  which  to  sharpen  its  wits  by 
propounding  clever  guesses  in  answer  to  ob- 
scure riddles.  It  was  not  the  Divine  inten- 
tion that  we  should  use  the  Bible  as  a  pick- 
lock to  force  our  way  into  those  secrets  of 
the  times  and  seasons,  the  knowledge  nf  which 
the  Father  has  reserved  to  Himself  alone. 
They  present  a  melancholy  spectacle  who  un- 
derstand so  little  the  true  meaning  of 
Scripture  that  their  attention  is  concentrated 


MILLENIALISM 


81 


tiud  nothing  ^^"^' ;°     of  fu.ure  eventa  out 

trinsically  ^^^f'^^^ere  not  the  ca«c    tho 

-But  even  ^^/^^^  .^^^^h  a  method  of   m- 
Bible  is  not  patient  of  such     ^^^^^    ^^^^ 

tcrpretation.     The    pr  i  ^^^^^^    ^^^    ,t 

eerned  with  a  ^^'    f'^^l  eoncerns  too  sen- 
would  be  to  take  our  own  ^^^^    ^^^ 

„u,ly    to    ^^^^^'^f  Ji  i:eennes8  of  scrutiny 
fixed  with  exceptional  keenn  ^^^^^ 

on  the  open  n,  years  0^^^^^^^^^^^^  ,,    ,H 

Christ,  or  the    <'^^."«l''^,y^ough  there  might 
British  Empire.     ^^^J^^''^^^  «tudy   of   the 
.eem  to   be   more   ««^^^^f^^d  the  Book  of 
apocalypses,  yet  ^^^^^  .^,"''^i  i,%te  fortunes  of 
Revelation  "«  ^^^P^F^^cWc^  in  their  pres- 
Tsrael  or  the  C^^^.u^ure     Besides,  these 
ent    and    i™"^^^^^*"  J.fX^ly  small  part  of 
writings  f-^-^VorX-n  their  attention 
Scripture,  and  those  wno  ^^ 

to  the  S..1S,  the  f  ^"^P^^^^r  ,„d    the  little 
the  beast,  the  false  prophet     and     ^^^  ^^^_ 

horn    are  neglecting  7^^*/|J,\f^i.  Happily 
stantial  for  t^e  trivial  and janc^t   ^.^^  ^^^^ 

the  number  -^°  ^^r^o'Targe,  and  the 
fantastic  ^^^^'^^^^^l  ^^rdy  common  sense 
suspicion  with  ^*^^^^  .    ai,,.  ^dantly  3usti- 

ha.  always  -/-t^^Srinv.riably  attends 
fi,d  by  the  if^:^J^l  trust  that  the  num- 
such  forecasts.    We  f^^  -^      ^reat    the 

ber   of  cranks   -^J^^Jf^^Jrcrochets  will 
Bible  as  a  <iuarry  ^  their  ^         ^^^    ^^.^^^ 

steadily    dxin^"^^}^-  'afA  Worth.    Page  408- 
Significance,  and  Abiding  v> 

409. 
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We    know    of    the   coming   of 
Christ.     He  came,  as  lie  says 
Himself,   to    save    the    world. 
"  I  came  not  to  judge  the  world, 
but  to  save  the  world,"  John  12 :  47.  He  oame 
to  seek  and  save  the  lost.     Luke  19:  10.    He 
came  that  He  might  destroy  the  works  of  the 
Devil,  1  John  3:  y.    And  this  task  He  has  im- 
posed upon  His  followers,  for   He  declared: 
"  As  my  Father  hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I 
you,"  John  20:  21.    And  He  is  here  now  ac- 
cording to  His  promise:  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you 
always,  even   unto  the  end  of  the  world." 
Matt.    28:    20.      And    we    have    learned   His 
power  and  sufficiency.     He  hath  brought  us 
up  out  of  the  mire  and  the  clay,  and  hath  set 
our  feet  upon  a   rook.     He  hath  established 
our  goings,  and  put    a     lew    song    into    our 
mouth,  even  praise  unto  Mic  Most  High.   And 
He  who  has  done  this  for  us  can  do  it  for  all 
the  world.     And  He  who  has  ho  graciously, 
and    so    gloriously    saved    us,    will   save    the 
world.    And  He  will  save  it  in  the  same  way 
He  has  saved  us.     For  salvation  is  through 
repentance    and    faith    in    our     Lord     Jesus 
Christ.     It  is  "the  way   of   the   cross"    that 
leads  home. 


Lord  I  believe  were  sinners  more 
Than  sands  upon  the  ocean  shore, 
Thou  hast  for  all  atonement  made 
For  all  a  ransom  freely  paid. 

O  that  the  world  mipht  taste  and  see 
The  richfcs  of  His  prace. 

The  arms  of  love  that  compass  me 
Would  all  mankind  embrace. 


